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From the President, Dale Olson…

Whoopee, the winter is moving on and what nice weather we have had! Of
course by the time you read this, Old Man Winter might be back just to remind us
that we are not living in sunny Arizona. I even found time to go ice fishing with
friends, well I didn't fish, I took a hike. We filleted a couple of fish, cut them into
small pieces, built a fire fried potatoes and beans, cooked them right there on the
bank, doesn't get much better than this. Bruce, Bonnie, Carol and I enjoyed the
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nice weather with a hike up a small creek past a cascade that required the aid of a
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rope to navigate around it, past two waterfalls to an old cabin hidden away in the
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trees. Sure breaks up the winter when you can do some hiking in January.
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The good news I would like to tell you about is the plans we are making for the
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upcoming season.
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First of all, I would like to inform everyone that we received a Commissioners
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Elk
tag this year. That’s always exciting, knowing it will generate money to fund
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the
projects
we would like to do in the next few years. We will be conducting an
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on-line auction through our website. I really have to thank Jim Ingram for his will307-250-1696
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ingness to set this up for us. I cannot express enough how thankful I am for your
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ability to take on this project.
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We have reserved the Homesteader Hall building at the Park County Fair
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Grounds
for the remainder of the year. This gives us considerably more room to
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maintain social distancing. Be sure to bring prospective members, as we have
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plenty of room. And yes we will be having a pot luck supper. We will not be using
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the kitchen, so if you need to keep something hot there are wall plug-ins and water
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is available in the bathrooms. Please no dipping out of the toilets! Pot luck at 6:00,
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meeting at 7:00.
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The next good news is we will be having the Youth Horsemanship Clinic this
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spring, as well as two Desensitizing Clinics for our members.
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For the past two years we have held a Video and Chili feed in February. This
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we are going to change that to a Chili Potluck and Back Country Skills
sandershoan67@gmail.com
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Workshop.
Some of the topics we will be covering are Leave No Trace, Back
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Country Equine First Aid, What Do You Pack, Useful Knots in the Back Country,
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plus other topics to be determined. This will be held on Saturday, March 20 at the
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Homesteader Hall. Even if you don't ride or go into the back country, you won't
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want to miss this educational and informative session and chili potluck plus coffee
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and rolls!
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One of the first big projects for the year will be the Cabin Creek Trailhead on the
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South Fork of the Shoshone. We will be installing a set of corrals, fire ring and
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parking delineators. This will be a 2 or 3 day project, so bring your camper or tent
Randi Slaughter
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Media/Photo Gallery: and come join us for a great time.
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Howard talked to Allen Grubb with the Medicine Wheel District of the Big Horn
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Forest Service. Allen said it looks like the Bucking Mule Falls trailhead project
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will be approved. With the Cabin Creek project and the trail clearing we have
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lined out for this year, this project will be scheduled for next year. Howard will
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be talking with the Shoshone Forest people soon to work out a list of trails we will
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work on this summer.
daoczo@yahoo.com
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Our banner is done, we will unveil it at the February meeting.
WY-BCHA
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Rick Adair
I hope you were able to get out and enjoy some riding during the nice weather
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we have had so far this winter, the days are getting longer, before you know it
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spring will be upon us. Keep those ponies ready.
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See you on the trail, President Dale Olson
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Secretary’s report by Judi Blymyer…

The January 21, 2021 meeting of the SBCH was called to order by President Dale Olson at 7:05. Due to continuing
Covid 19 restrictions, we gathered at Homesteader Hall at the Fairgrounds for social distancing.
PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:
Rick made a motion to accept the September 2020 minutes as written. MSP
TREASURER'S REPORT:
Howard made a motion to accept the January 2021Treasurer's report as written. MSP
Linda presented the following bills for reimbursement: Kathi G., $71.48 for postage and printing of newsletter; and
Howard S., $35 for the meeting hall. Deb B. made a motion to pay these bills. MSP
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Watch Dog: Mike, Bruce F. and Dale met with the new District Ranger, Casey McQuiston, on November 19th to see
what it would take to get a Supervisor’s Order to restrict non-equestrian use at some of the more popular trailheads that have SBCH developed facilities. Often these trailheads are not available to equestrians to use due to
lack of parking/camping spots being taken by ATV enthusiasts using these facilities.
Secondly, the letter we sent to the Forest Supervisor about the conversion of existing roads into motorized trails
was brought to Casey’s attention. Since funding for non-motorized trail maintenance in the North Zone of the District has been dramatically reduced over the past few years, we are concerned that funds for non-motorized trail
maintenance will be used for motorized trail maintenance. We would like the assurance that SNF’s funds for nonmotorized trail maintenance will not be decreased. Finally, Dale brought up our continuing request to replace the
bridge that once crossed Red Creek. Casey said he would look forward to working with us to further investigate
possible solutions on this issue.
It was a very positive meeting and we look forward with working with him on a follow up meeting this Spring.
Activities: N/A
Service: Howard has not heard back yet from the Big Horn NF on some proposed projects we have for Bucking
Mule Falls.
When he talked to Bill Frost, DOT contact person, concerning the Cabin Creek Corral ‘pad’, Bill said their road work
schedule for 2021 is not finalized yet.
Howard said the BLM contacted him about helping with a project at the Bob Cat Hoolihan Trailhead to reset bear
boxes, put in picnic tables, feed bunks and maybe 2 corrals. BLM would supply all the materials and some labor as
well. After a brief discussion about the need for corrals, it was determined the area didn’t need corrals. Deb Black
made a motion to tell BLM thank you for including us, but we don’t believe there is a need for corrals at this trailhead. MSP
Howard will be ordering the fire rings in February.
Education: Cindy said the date for this year’s free Youth Clinic will be March 27, at the Silver Spur Arena. The cost
for the arena is $250, plus we need to get insurance and a porta potty for the day. Gordon Hinders will be the
main instructor, with others helping him and the younger group of riders. We will also be offering a Packing Clinic
for adults at the same time. We will need to do some organizing before this all takes place.
Ron Ostrom has agreed to do a Desensitization Clinic on April 10-11 with a limit of 10 riders and their horses. If
there is enough interest from people who have not gone through this clinic, Ron will do another one April 28-29.
Publicity/Newsletter: N/A
Social Media/Photo Gallery: Randi said we could post to the Horse Trails and Camping Across America (HTCAA),
but any post must be about trails and include the phrase ‘in cooperation with the Park County Travel Council’ (PCTC). Randi said she will be posting a few trail photos from various members on the site soon.
Our website is getting bogged down with too many things on it. Randi commented that it would cost around $250
for equipment to have an archive of digital photos, newsletters and other items. No action was taken on this.
Recruitment & Retention: Carol Olson reminded us that our dues are due NOW.
She said our brochures, which are almost all gone, and our business cards need to be updated with our website
and a ‘contact number’ on them.
OLD BUSINESS:
Dale updated us on the banner we are buying for the club to use at events. Mike Walsh is making the 4’x 8’ banner that will cost $130-140. We will be using Jim Hillberry’s memorial funds for this project. Cathy R. said she
would get hold of the gal doing the Buckle for the Clark Rodeo Jubilee and bring us up to date on that.
We had a long discussion about the Horse Collar with a painting by Sally Rae that was to be raffled to support Dano Camp. Due to the pandemic, raffling is not considered safe and the raffle is shelved until a later date; Rick A.
will keep the collar until then. Since the tickets are dated, the few who purchased them will be reimbursed, and
Rick has no need to offer a buy-back value of $500 to the winner. Bruce Fauskee made a motion that SBCH donate
$1,000 for Dano camp this year. MSP

Secretary’s report continued...

NEW BUSINESS:
Linda handed out the new 2021 proposed working budget and went through it with us. Deb Black made a motion
to approve this working budget. MSP
We had a discussion on what to do with our pictures from previous years as there are too many pictures to leave
on the website. Randi and Jim Ingram gave us some ideas: put them in the cloud for a fee, put them on a disk or
thumb drives to check out or put them on a hard drive. We tabled this until next meeting so folks could think
about it!
Dale brought up the idea of having a plaque listing all the past Presidents and the dates they served. Since we
don’t have a place to put such a plaque, maybe a virtual one on our website would be a solution.
The State Rendezvous will be hosted by the Cloud Peak Chapter, in the Big Horns this year.
Finally, Dale tried to get a nomination committee together, but there were no takers. Since there is only the Vice
President position open, Kandy Christian, a new member, volunteered for the position. She got a hearty round of
applause.
Howard made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:45. MSP

MSP = Motion seconded and passed.
Treasurer’s Report by Linda Putney

Shoshone Back Country Horsemen
Reconciliation Detail
for Period 01/01/2021 – 01/31/2021
--- For February 2021 Meeting--Type Cleared # Name
Memo
Amount
First Bank of Wyoming accounts
CHECKING ACCOUNT Beginning Reconciled Bank Balance 12/31/2020
Cleared Transactions
Check 01/29/21 644 Kathi Gimmeson Newsletter printing and postage
Check 01/25/21 645 Howard Sanders
Meeting room rental for Jan
TOTAL Cleared Checks and Payments

$

Deposit 01/08/21
J. Hillberry Donation
Deposit 01/14/21
6 – 2021 dues
Deposit 01/26/21
21- 2021 dues; 2 $10 donations
TOTAL Cleared Deposits and Credits

$ 7,962.30

-71.48
-35.00
-106.48
100.00
240.00
860.00
1,200.00

CHECKING ACCOUNT Ending Reconciled Bank Balance 1/31/2021
Uncleared Transactions
Check 01/06/21 642 WY/BCHA
2021 Nat’l and State dues, 89 members
Check 01/06/21 643 HTCAA
Membership; PCTC grant to reimburse
Check 01/21/21 646 Dano Youth Club Donation to Dano Youth Camp
Check 01/31/21 647 Miller’s Fabric.
Materials for feed bunks: super slide
Net Uncleared Transactions

Balance

$ 9,055.82
-1,780.00
-250.00
-1,000.00
-516.00
-3,546.00

CHECKING ACCOUNT Ending Checkbook Balance 1/31/2021
* Of this balance, $1,540 is reserved for Youth; A Donations in memory of Jim Hillberry $1,450

$5,509.82 * A

MONEY MARKET (Commissioner ’s Tag) Beginning Bank Balance 12/31/2020

$22,294.05

MONEY MARKET (Commissioner's Tag) Ending Bank Balance 1/31/2021

$22,295.00

Interest 01/29/21
Interest income
Net Cleared Transactions

.95
.95

Uncleared Transactions
None.

0.00

MONEY MARKET (Commissioner's Tag) Ending Checkbook Balance 1/31/2021

$22,295.00

12-MONTH CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT Beginning Balance 12/31/2020

$10,238.33

12-MONTH CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT Ending Balance 1/31/2021

$10,268.33

Interest 01/31/21

Interest income

30.00

“When you feel down, go be a blessing to somebody else.”

~ Joyce Meyer

Service by Howard Sanders

SBCH FEBRUARY 2021 SERVICE REPORT
We have not had a 2021 Project Scheduling Meeting with the USFS, at the Cody office yet, and we
have not scheduled one. We are waiting for a new USFS Detailer to arrive and be part of the meeting. If it looks like it will be a while before that happens, we will have a meeting and catch them up
to speed later. It is still early, so be patient.
On the other end of the basin, I did hear from Alan Grubb, District Recreationist for Medicine Wheel from the Big Horns, in response to our query about a
couple of projects. He said that approval for those projects is on track and
that we should have it this spring.
So, with that in mind, we will have some things to talk about at the February
meeting.
Howard Sanders
Service
Activities by Frank Fagan…

Tack Sale and Swap Meet

For obvious reasons I decided to not go through on the Tack Swap Meet for this winter. But I'm very much
anticipating it for next winter. I'll be putting this on at the fairgrounds. This will be open to the public also.
Table rent prices will be different for members vs non members. Should be very affordable in the $10/$20
range. I'll also be using this swap meet as a recruiting tool to gain new hard working members to our club.
If anyone has an idea for a location for a 2021 Spring Fun Ride, please let me hear it.
Thx, Frank Fagan 307-254-0012

Back Country Skills Workshop and Chili Potluck Lunch
All members are encouraged to come!

SBCH has not presented many of these topics for quite awhile,
so refresh your memory and learn something new!
Start this informative session with coffee & homemade cinnamon rolls,
then become better prepared to go into the back country!

Saturday, March 20 @ 8:3o am - 4:oo pm

Homesteader Hall, PC Fairgrounds in Powell

Potluck Chili Lunch at noon
(Bring your favorite chili and/or a side dish. Wall outlets available, but no kitchen)

Brush up your skills & enjoy fellowship, food and fun!
Hats off to Mark Davis!
Powell Tribune outdoor writer, Mark Davis has
been honored by the Wyoming Press Association
as “Veteran Journalist of the Year” for 2020,
recognizing him for “consistent high quality in
writing.” Mark is one of the leading voices in Wyoming coverage of recreation and public land issues.
Among other awards, he won 1st Place Scenic
Photo with this image, taken during our SBCH 2019
Rendezvous, which he attended. Mark has featured
Shoshone Back Country Horsemen in many of his
Powell Tribune articles and photographs.
Good job, Mark!
Photo courtesy of Mark Davis

Education by Cindy Geissler

The Annual SBCH Youth Horsemanship & Packing Clinics are scheduled for Saturday, March 27th
at the Silver Spur Arena on the Badger Basin Road. Gordon Hinders and JW Robinson will teach the older
kids and Cathy Ringler, Jody Goldbach and Judi Blymyer will teach the younger kids.
Cindy Geissler and Frank Fagan will teach the Packing Clinic .
Ron Ostrom will conduct 2 Desensitizing Clinics at his arena for SBCH members on April 10-11 (Saturday
& Sunday) and April 28-29 (Wednesday & Thursday). Marty has been calling members who were signed up
for last year, and there are still spots available, so give him a call if you are interested, 307-899-7510.
Attendance will be limited to 10 riders per clinic.

More on Winter Riding by Marty Morris
Riding during the winter months can be more than just covering some
country horseback. It is a good time to work on any issues that you would
like to improve with your horse. I doubt if any of us would say they have a
perfect horse, and it is a good time for us to work on our personal horsemanship. If asked, what would your horse tell us about you?
You can do many of these things on the ground or in any small area at
home. Just play with your horse behind the barn out of the wind every so
often. Think about some things that you would like to improve with your
horse and spend a little time this winter working on those issues.
When you do ride outside, your common sense and experience are your
best guides for a safe ride. If you ride alone like I do, let someone know
where you are going. Dress on the heavy side in case something unexpected
happens and you must spend more time than you planned outside. I carry
on my person gloves, toilet paper, fire starting material, cell phone, chemical
hand warmers, 2 knives, a flashlight and a pistol. In my saddle bags is usually
a snack, water (sometimes frozen) more fire-starting material, an extra pair
of gloves, flashlight and toilet paper (you can use it to help start a fire too).
Most areas we ride in have quite a bit of material available to use for a
small warming fire. Some of it is small but it works. It may be a good idea to
practice building a small warming fire in the winter sometime when you do
not really need it. Carry some material that will provide enough quick heat to get a fire going.
My pistol is mainly for coyote defense in the winter. Other varmints could show up too, but I have had coyotes follow my dogs several times and attack a dog. I have 3 Rat Terriers that go with me most of the time, so
I am really not riding alone. Watch the ground for slick places, ice, gullies and holes that may be covered with
snow if you are riding outside. If you have a doubt about the footing use your common sense and get off and
lead through the questionable area. A horse on ice or slick ground could go down so fast that you can’t get
away from them like you could when you were younger.
A good winter riding exercise that helps lighten a horse to your ques is to pick out a rock, tree or brush
ahead of you and ride directly toward it. As you get close to the object direct your horse with your ques to the
side of the object that you choose and pass by it or go around it. Keep this up for a time during each ride. Be
sure to look where you are going when you pick out the object to ride around and look at the side where you
want to go. Ride directly to the object and as you get there give your que to go around it. If it is a large object
you can ride up to it and use it as an aid to stop, using light ques. As soon as you stop, back up a couple of
steps and sit there for a minute or two. Use your pelvis and some leg pressure to help with turns and do not
lean with your upper body. Leaning will throw your horse off balance. This exercise can also be done in a pen
or arena. Pick out a post or object across the pen and ride directly to it. Then turn either direction or stop and
take a couple of steps back and sit a minute. As you keep doing this, try to use less and less hand pressure. As
you both improve you will only need to use your hand for correction. When you do use your hand, use just
enough pressure so the horse understands what you are asking and keep your hand slow, do not jerk or pull.
If you do need more hand pressure use it, but work towards using less and less. Do not use any more pressure
than necessary with any of your ques than what your horse needs to do what you ask him to do. After you
have done this a few times, stop, pet your horse and let him stand and think about what you have done for a
couple of minutes. Until mid-January the dry warm weather has been great for winter rides. Take advantage
of any breaks in the upcoming weather to enjoy more time in our great outdoors and your equine partners.

THE SLEEP OF A WORKING MAN
By Dale Olson

‘Twas a warm night in the middle of July, high up in the Beartooth Mountains. The winter
snows at the 10,000 foot level had finally melted. The grass was fresh and the flowers that
bloom at this altitude grow and blossom quickly with only a few short weeks till frost again
withers and dries them to a crisp brittle stalk. The skies were cloudless and a slight breeze
kept the insects away from us and the horses.
The day started early with great anticipation. The small parking area at the trailhead was
congested with gear and horses impatient to be moving. Riders carefully weighing each
pannier, shifting bundles around to make sure the load is perfectly balanced. Checking the
cinch on our mounts one more time, the trail boss signals “it’s time to go”. Starting from the
4,800 foot elevation, we will climb to the top of the plateau above the tree line.
Many were the trees that clogged the trail as we ascended the mountain. Fires and insects
had ravaged this area several years ago. Trees that were on the up-hill side and had been cut
in the past, were now migrating down across the trail. On and off the horses meant they had
it easy, but it sure was tiring for the men.
At last we breached the top. Very few trees now, almost a level trail, the camp is only a
couple of miles away. Spirits are high, almost euphoric, as we breathe in this clear, fresh high
altitude air. Our view is unhindered and the vista before us extends for miles and miles in almost every direction. Lofty mountain peaks that were only circles on a map now become
etched into our memories forever.
Soon we had the horses unloaded, hobbled and camp set up. With the fire built and supper
started, most of the men were kicked back enjoying the comradery of like-minded friends.
There seemed to be a buzzing noise off in the distance. Someone mentioned that the Iron
Horse Motorcycle Rally was going on in Red Lodge. Soon the group turned in for the night.
Oh the slumber of a working man. Tired and exhausted, sleep came easily. Suddenly, I am awakened by the
sound of motorcycles. I sit bolt upright in my sleeping
bag, “they’re all around us, they’re coming in the tent”,
I shouted as I fumbled for my gun. Panic sets in. Wait…
something is wrong here. I’m in my bed, I’m in my
house. As my mind becomes clear, I begin to realize
that it is only the middle of February! I now realize
where all that noise is coming from as I look over at my
wife, I elbow her, she turns over and all is quiet again.
And… I have been known to walk in my sleep! Sleep well my friends.
“Always direct your thoughts to those
truths that will give you confidence, hope,
joy, love, thanksgiving, and turn away your
mind from those that inspire you with fear,
sadness, depression”.
Bertrand Wilbertforce quotes

Dale & grandson, Ben enjoying a ride.
Photo by Dale

“Working horses is a little like being married.
Sometimes you need to adjust and change
your plan.”
BUCK BRANNAMAN, Renowned Horseman and Clinician

The Knot Prayer

Dear God, Please untie the knots
that are in my mind,
my heart and my life.
Remove the have nots, the can nots and
the do nots that I have in my mind.
Erase the will nots, may nots, might nots that
may find a home in my heart.
Release me from the could nots, would nots
and should nots that obstruct my life.
And most of all Dear God, I ask that you remove
from my mind, my heart and my life all of the
‘am nots’ that I have allowed to hold me back,
especially the thought that I am not
good enough.
~ Author unknown

Looking Ahead
2/18 SBCH Meeting & Potluck , Thursday (6 pm
potluck, Meeting @ 7 pm) Homesteader Hall, PC
Fairgrounds in Powell
3/11 SBCH Meeting & Potluck, Thursday (6 pm
potluck, Meeting @ 7 pm) Homesteader Hall, PC
Fairgrounds in Powell (2nd Thurs, not the 3rd Thurs)
3/20 SBCH Back Country Skills Workshop & Chili
Potluck, Saturday @ 8:3o am - 4:oo pm
Homesteader Hall, PC Fairgrounds in Powell
3/27 SBCH Youth Horsemanship & Packing Clinics
(Saturday), Silver Spur Arena, Badger Basin Rd.
4/10-11 & 4/28-29 SBCH Members’ Desensitizing
Clinics 1st(Sat-Sun) 2nd (Wed-Thur), Ron Ostrom’s
arena

2021 SBCH Dues are Due in February !
Don’t miss out!

Keep up with news, activities, events & projects.
Ride new trails & old favorites in great company.
If you would like to renew or join, use the
membership form below, or check out the
website (shoshonebch.org) and pull down Contact Us on the Info button.
Please mail the completed form with your $40 check to: SBCH, P.O. Box 465, Powell WY 82435.
Or, simply come to the next meeting to renew in person!
Don’t forget to update your address or email address!

Shoshone Back Country Horsemen Membership
Membership is $40 per year
Name (print) _______________________________________________________________
Mailing address ____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
e-mail address _____________________________________________________________
Phone number(s) ___________________________________________________________
How would you like to receive the newsletter? by mail ________ -or- by e-mail ________
Mail completed form with your check to: SBCH, P.O. Box 465, Powell WY 82435
When your dues are paid, it is noted on your newsletter mailing label after your name
(PD 2021). If you receive the newsletter via email, you can write to:
shoshonebch@gmail.com to check if your membership is current.

PO Box 465
Powell, WY 82435
shoshonebch@gmail.com

“You’re right, everyone doesn’t listen, everyone doesn’t understand, and everyone doesn’t care.
So be the shining light that tries to do all of these things because
everyone learns best by what they see.” ~ Trudi Jane

NEXT MEETING:

February 18, 2021 at 6:00 PM
Homesteader Hall @ the
Park Co. Fairgrounds in Powell

Potluck Dinner at 6:00 with the Meeting
to follow at 7:00.
We will not have access to the kitchen,
but wall plugs are available.
Please observe social distancing and
wear a mask when possible.
A sound system will be used.

