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From the President, Dale Olson…

I had the horses in to the vet’s the other day for their shots, teeth floating and
blood drawn for their Coggins test, now I just need to get a health certificate and
the farrier out to trim and shoe them and I am ready for the trails. That time will
be here before you know it, I hope you’re ready.
This month has been a busy one. Our March meeting was held a week earlier
than usual due to a scheduling conflict. Dr. John Jenkins from Billings came and
talked about back country first aid for people. John is also the president of the
Beartooth Back Country Horsemen chapter in Montana and shared with us what
they have been working on.
On Saturday March 20th we held a Back Country Skills Workshop at the Homesteader Hall at Park County Fairgrounds with 27 in attendance. There were seven
stations which included; Equine back country emergency care, Forest Service regs
on trail clearing, Leave No Trace and stock containment, Knots, Trailer inspection,
What to pack, day ride vs. overnight, Trail etiquette and In-Reach teaching. Rolls
and coffee were served before the program and a chili pot luck was held at noon.
Lots of good information was shared.
The following Saturday, March 27, we hosted our annual Youth Horsemanship
Training and Packing Clinic at the Silver Spur Arena. A big thank you to Gordon
Hinders and J.W. Robinson, Jody Goldbach, Cathy Ringler and Judi Blymyer for
instructing the youth, and also thank you Cindy Geissler and Frank Fagan for
hosting the Packing Clinic. And a big thank you to all who helped behind the
scenes to make this event a big success. Jim and Carol Ingram worked hard taking pictures of all the participating youth with their equine. Thank you guys.
As we move along to April, there will be two Desensitizing Clinics to be held at
Ron Ostrom’s arena. By the time this newsletter comes out, the first one will already have happened. Stay tuned for next month’s report and pictures.
Frank will be arranging a spring fun ride hopefully in April. Soon the work projects will be upon us, with one set of corrals and over 100 miles of trails to clear,
it looks like a fun and busy summer ahead.
Don't forget potluck at the meeting, April 15, and this month’s speakers will be
Rick Tryder and Melissa Higley from the BLM.
See you there,
Dale Olson, President

Secretary’s report by Judi Blymyer…

The March, 2021 meeting of the SBCH was called to order by President Dale Olson at 7:20 after a
potluck dinner and a good informational talk on Wilderness First Aid by Dr. John Jenkins. He emphasized being prepared, having a properly stocked first aid kit, and a plan for evacuation. REI has good
on-line information for first aid kits. And, he went through the differences between hypothermia,
heat stroke, and altitude sickness among other possible emergency situations.
PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:
Randi S. made a motion to accept the minutes as written. MSP
TREASURER'S REPORT:
Mac B. made a motion to accept the Treasure's report as written. MSP
Deb Black, standing in for Linda Putney, presented the following bills for reimbursement: Kathi G.,
$81.24 for newsletter printing, postage, and Youth flier printing; Howard S., $129.98 for two bear
sprays and meeting room rental; Judi B.,$8.20 for Youth Clinic supplies; Walsh Signs, $232.96 for
SBCH T-shirts; and Linda P., $177.77 for Equisure insurance for Youth Clinic. Randi made a motion to
pay these bills. MSP
Deb read us a Thank You note from Joyce Ostrom for the monetary donation we gave to Dano
Camp. Dano Camp is celebrating it’s 35th anniversary this year.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Watch Dog: Mike made us aware of HBO141 sponsored by Wharff, Baker, Eklund and our own Dan
Laursen regarding the transfer of public lands. As of March 8, the Bill was not considered for Introduction. It was suggested that we contact Dan Laursen at Dan.Laursen@wyoleg.gov and tell him we
do not approve of selling our public lands.
Activities: Frank said to watch emails for a fun ride in April.
Service: Howard and a few others met with SNF on March 4th and decided which trails we will be
cleaning this year. Red Creek bridge came up again, but the SNF will not be considering it this year.
The SNF did say we can clean out the fire rings in the various campgrounds but if we want to clean
manure out of the corrals, we would need to haul it off SNF lands.
If members need to renew their First Aid cards this year, they will be ‘grandfathered in’ until 2022,
but if their cards expired last year, there will be a training for them this year.
It is looking promising that Kids In the Woods will be a go for this summer. If so, we will be hosting
the lunch for them as we have before.
Education: Cindy said the Youth Clinic is full with 27 kids and the Packing Clinic with 7 adults. Some
of the logistics still need to be worked out, but everything is coming together nicely.
Both of the Desensitization Clinics are also full.
Publicity/Newsletter: N/A
Social Media/Photo Gallery: N/A
Recruitment & Retention: Carol reminded everyone of the March 20th Back Country Skills Clinic. She
is expecting 20-30 people and it will start at 8:30 with cinnamon rolls and go till around 3:00.
WYBCH Report: Barry Reiswig said the State has finally contracted with someone in Utah to set up
and maintain the State website.
OLD BUSINESS:
The Commissioner’s Tag is open till the end of March. It has been getting bids on the site.
The pre-ordered T-shirts are in and members can get in touch with Dale if they want to order one.
NEW BUSINESS:
We now have an account with Fastenal, which could lower our construction costs.
Mike made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:55. MPS
After the meeting Dr. John Jenkins talked about the history/origin of the Beartooth BCH chapter and
about the Stillwater Trails by the mine in Nye.
MPS = Motion Seconded & Passed

Treasurer’s Report by Linda Putney

Shoshone Back Country Horsemen
Reconciliation Detail
for Period 03/01/2021 – 03/31/2021
--- For April 2021 Meeting--Type

Cleared

#

Name

Memo

First Bank of Wyoming accounts

Amount

Balance

CHECKING ACCOUNT Beginning Reconciled Bank Balance 2/28/2021

$ 3,968.02

CHECKING ACCOUNT Ending Reconciled Bank Balance 3/31/2021

$ 4,364.09

Cleared Transactions
Check 03/02/21 653 Dan Aaland
Equine Knots books-for resale to mem -160.00
Check 03/30/21 654 Judi Blymyer
Supplies for Youth Clinic
-8.20 (1)
Check 03/22/21 656 Walsh Signs
T-shirts for resale to members
-224.00
Check 03/22/21 657 Howard Sanders 4-2pk bear spray; room rental
-209.96
Check 03/22/21 659 Linda Putney
Equisure insurance for Youth Clinic -177.77 (1)
TOTAL Cleared Checks and Payments
-779.93
Deposit 03/09/21
8-Dues; $10 don; PCTC $250
580.00
Deposit 03/22/21
2-Dues; 4-bear spray; 6 KB; T-shirts 358.00
Deposit 03/29/21
2-Dues; 7 KB: 1 Bear Sp; T-shirts
238.00
TOTAL Cleared Deposits and Credits
1,176.00
Uncleared Transactions
Check 02/19/21 655 Clark Rodeo
Check 03/19/21 658 Kathi Gimmeson
Check 03/26/21 660 Silver Spur Arena
Check 03/30/21 661 Walsh Signs
Net Uncleared Transactions

Youth Sponsor of belt buckle
Newsletter; postage, mtg supplies
Youth Clinic Arena rental
T-shirts for resale to members

-100.00 (1)
-81.24
-350.00 (1)
-70.80
-602.04

$3,762.05 * A

CHECKING ACCOUNT Ending Checkbook Balance 3/31/2021
(1)

*

Youth Clinic expenses Of this balance, $1,003.87 is reserved for Youth
Donations in memory of Jim Hillberry $1,322

A

MONEY MARKET (Commissioner ’s Tag) Beginning Bank Balance 2/28/2021
Interest 03/31/21
Interest income
.95
Net Cleared Transactions
.95
MONEY MARKET (Commissioner's Tag) Ending Bank Balance 3/31/2021
Uncleared Transactions
None.
0.00
MONEY MARKET (Commissioner's Tag) Ending Checkbook Balance 3/31/2021

$22,295.85
$22,296.80
$22,296.80

12-MONTH CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT Beginning Balance 2/28/2021

$10,268.33

12-MONTH CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT Ending Balance 3/31/2021

$10,268.33

Interest 03/31/21

Interest income

0.00

The following letter of appreciation has been sent to David Rael,
David,
I would like to send you a most heartfelt thank you on behalf of the Shoshone Back Country Horsemen for
choosing us as a recipient of the Game and Fish Commissioner’s Tag this year. We held an on-line auction
which ended at midnight March 31st. The winning bid went for $21,000. As you know, this money will be put
to good use building trailhead facilities and improving existing ones, for youth programs and education. This
is a big shot in the arm for us and needless to say, we are ecstatic.
We have received permission to construct corrals at Bucking Mule Falls Trailhead and Baldy Trailhead. We
hope to start those projects in 2022. This year’s big project will be corrals at Cabin Creek at the end of the
South Fork of the Shoshone.
I enjoyed riding with you on the Wood River last year and look forward to riding and working with you in the
future.
Again, our sincere thank you for your dedication and work in selecting us as a recipient of this tag.
Sincerely,
Dale Olson, President SBCH

Service by Howard Sanders

SBCH APRIL 2021 SERVICE REPORT
We had our annual meeting with the USFS to discuss trails and other projects. The following are
the trails we agreed to do for Cost Share:
LEAD
TRAIL
W MILES
NW MILES
TOTAL
#657 Franks Fork/Haymaker
3
14.4
17.4
#664 West Timber
0
6.5
6.5
Bruce F.
#653 Aspen Creek
0
5.4
5.4
Bruce F. (Deer Cr.) #656 Timber Cr./Deer Cr.
0
10
10
Bruce F.
#667 Chimney Cr./Brown Cr.
3
2
5
#751.2A Crow Creek
10
0
10
#756 Kitty Creek
8
2
10
#762 Jim Mountain
0
5.6
5.6
#762.1A Jim Mountain Cut-Across 0
2.4
2.4
#763 Trout Creek
0
4
4
#763.1A West Fork Trout Cr.
0
4
4
#765 Table Mountain/Green Cr.
4.4
.5
4.9
#765 West Black Water/Natural
0
4.8
4.8
#790 Goff Creek
2
1
3
#791 Libby Creek
3.5
1.5
5
TOTAL
33.9
71.2
105.1
th
We will be at Timber Creek for July 4 , so we will take care of those trails then.
As you can see, there are several trails in the North Fork area that are calling to you to take the
lead.
See you on the trail,
Howard Sanders, Service

Spring Reminders

Be Bear Aware! Mild weather is calling us to the hills, but use caution to prevent potential bear

encounters. Male bears are the first to leave their dens in mid-March to early April, while sows and
their cubs typically emerge from their dens in late April to early May.
Make noise as you travel the backcountry and be on the lookout for bear tracks, scat and diggings.
Ravens and magpies are often indicators of a nearby animal carcass that a bear may be guarding.
Avoid approaching.
Carry bear spray in a readily accessible manner, and know how to use it. Make sure it is not outdated
and that it is EPA registered for maximum effectiveness. Bear spray is designed to spray out 25’-30’
and create a 4’ cloud.
Beware Creek & River Crossings! Marty Morris shared the following advice in his March 2017
Education column: “This time of year, be extra careful around creeks and rivers, they have the potential to be deadly. Even places that have been safe to cross may change with the volume of water that
could be running. The bottom of crossings could change, holes and gorges can be cut deeper. Large
rocks can be washed into a crossing and make footing bad. The shear volume of water can make
even some of the smaller streams dangerous to ford.
If the day is warm, the creeks are going to raise due to snow melt. Water that was safe to cross in the
morning may not be later in the afternoon. The same goes for a rainy day. Also keep in mind that
river and stream banks may be under-cut by the runoff. Be alert whenever you are close to even a
small stream for unstable banks. Some trails themselves may not be stable from all of the moisture.
Have fun but be extra careful.”

“I’ve learned that the best and quickest way to appreciate other people is to try to do their job.”
~ Anonymous

The Back Country Skills Workshop was a great way to spend a blustery day preparing for outdoor
adventures. New & old BC skill sets & principles were reviewed, practiced and learned amid fellowship & food.

An attentive audience took notes as Dr. Amanda Marsh started the day with tips for BC equine vet care and
emergency preparedness. Mac & Debbie followed with a creative “Blue Spruce span of trees” to illustrate FS
guidelines for trail cleaning. Bruce & Kathi reviewed LNT principles with some tips & demonstrated often-seen
misuse impacts in the back country.

Bill & Mary Brazelton shared their knot
expertise & showed some easy-to-tie
versions of standby knots. Members
kept busy practicing until lunch.
Jeff Litteer started the afternoon with
good information on tires, inspecting
trailer hitches & wiring. As the saying
goes, an ounce of prevention …

Dale showed how he packs the gear he typically carries for day rides as well as overnights. After unpacking all
that and demonstrating his nifty equipment, he looks plumb tuckered!
Howard gave some often overlooked insights to trail etiquette and the necessity of regularly working with our
horses at home. He also gave
an overview of the use of GPS
communication devices, including
the one used by SBCH.
A table held old SBCH scrapbooks
loaded with years of memories,
recorded projects, labor & fun.
Throughout the clinic, members
had ample opportunities for interaction, Q & A, inspection of presentation materials and practicing new skills.
Did I mention an ounce of prevention? The overall theme of the workshop resonated
the importance of thinking ahead and being prepared.

Photos courtesy of Jim Ingram

Be Ready ~ Be Safe!
Avoid trouble by doing some spring maintenance!
> Wash Saddle Pads & Blankets
> Clean & Oil Tack, Repair or Replace Worn Equipment
> Update Your 1st Aid Kits (Human & Equine) > Clean out Horse Trailer
> Check Tires & Spare for Condition & Inflation > Inspect & Pack Wheel Bearings
> Grease Axle Hubs, Hinges & Hitch Balls
> Inspect Trailer Frame, Hitch, Brakes, Lights, Wiring, Floorboards, Look for Sharp Edges in Horse Box

The Youth Horsemanship and Packing Clinics were well attended by an enthusiastic group of kids and adults.
Instructors, Judi , Jody & Cathy kept the younger kids busy on foot as well as horseback in the indoor arena.

Photos above & at left by Jim Ingram, above right by Judi Blymyer
Instructors Gordon Hinders & J.W. Robinson took the older kids to the
outdoor arena to hone their skills. Photos by Jim Ingram

Experienced packers,
Cindy Geissler & Frank
Fagan demonstrated &
taught the Box Hitch in
the Packing Clinic. Their
patient explanation &
tips inspired comprehension and confidence.
Photos at right by Jim
Ingram;
at lower left by Dale Olson.
Mark Davis once again
featured our activities with
a story & photos in the
3/30/21 issue of the Powell
Tribune at A future in the
saddle | Powell Tribune
Thanks, Mark!
We appreciate you!

For Sale!
Circle Y Saddle, excellent condition, 1 5”, HD, front & rear cinches, wide stirrups,
breast collar included. Well cared for, ranch used, never abused. $1800
Connie Jack, 307-696-3148 in Powell, WY.

Looking Ahead
4/15 - SBCH Meeting & Potluck, Thursday (Potluck @ 6 pm, Meeting @ 7) Homesteader Hall, PC
Fairgrounds in Powell. BLM’s Rick Tryder and Melissa Higley will be our guest speakers.
4/10-11 - Members’ Desensitizing Clinics (Sat-Sun) Ron Ostrom’s arena
4/28-29 - SBCH Members’ Desensitizing Clinics (Wed-Thur), Ron Ostrom’s arena
Work Projects will Start Soon! Get involved & contact Howard Sanders (307-754-8242) to help with
projects or lead a trail crew!

2021 SBCH Dues are Due!

Don’t miss out on news, events, fellowship
and a chance to make a difference!

Being a SBCH member provides opportunities for:
Camaraderie - meet like minded people, make new
friends, ride, work, play & eat
Community service - Stewardship - riding & working in some of the country’s most beautiful areas
Receive and provide Education - learn & share new
skills, horsemanship, Back Country ethics
If you would like to renew or join by mail, use the
membership form below or go to the SBCH website
at shoshonebch.org (info page)
To ensure continuous coverage of the newsletter and
important SBCH announcements, be sure to update
your address or email address!

Shop the SBCH “Store”
* Bear Spray available at cost
$20 each! (Holsters included)
* SBCH Caps are $15 each
Ride with SBCH Pride!
* The Pocket Guide to Equine
Knots by Dan Aadland, $8 each
To order, Contact Linda Putney or
e-mail shoshonebch@gmail.com
* SBCH T-Shirts, short sleeve or
long
Contact Dale or Carol Olson
406-664-3176 for ordering
information

Shoshone Back Country Horsemen Membership
Membership is $40 per year
Name (print) _______________________________________________________________
Mailing address ____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
e-mail address _____________________________________________________________
Phone number(s) ___________________________________________________________
How would you like to receive the newsletter? by mail ________ -or- by e-mail ________
Mail completed form with your check to: SBCH, P.O. Box 465, Powell WY 82435
When your dues are paid, it is noted on your newsletter mailing label after your name
(PD 2021). If you receive the newsletter via email, you can write to:
shoshonebch@gmail.com to check if your membership is current.

PO Box 465
Powell, WY 82435
shoshonebch@gmail.com

“Setting a good example is the best way to influence others.”
Anonymous

NEXT MEETING:

April 15, 2021 at 6:00 PM
Homesteader Hall at the
Park Co. Fairgrounds in Powell

Potluck Dinner at 6:00 with the Meeting
to follow at 7:00.
We will not have access to the kitchen,
but wall plugs are available.
A sound system will be used.

