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Vice President’s report by Kandy Christian…

Changing of the weather with its highs and lows is really hard on our livestock. I
am sure they have their winter coats started and looking very fuzzy.
I got to attend the Nov 2021 state meeting yesterday in Thermopolis. A lot of
good things were discussed. One of the things that were discussed and voted
on is the meeting days were changed from Sat to Sun, with a start time of 8 AM
for the May and Nov meetings, with the Nov meeting still held in Thermopolis
and the May meeting will be held in Lander. The February meeting will be a
Zoom meeting. We are trying to share the drive time it takes to be able to attend the meetings.
The new Bi-Laws that was put out a couple months ago was approved by the
state delegates, and will be in the folder on the Share drive for everyone.
Also, the BCHA 50th [anniversary] is coming up in 2023, which was supposed to
be Wyoming’s year to hold the National meeting. Since BCHA was started in
Montana, they asked the delegates to switch Wyoming from 2023 to 2024 so
Montana can have the National meeting the same year as the 50th of BCHA.
The state delegates approved this change. I look forward to see what they will
have planned.
The Mountain Man chapter has the Rendezvous next year in August and will
keep everyone posted on where it will take place when it starts getting closer.
One hundred and twenty-three miles of trails, is what we cleaned this year.
WOW I want to thank our chapter for pulling together and opening up these
trails for the ones that get out to enjoy the beauty of the back country.
Don’t forget our meeting this
month, with our delicious November potluck, let’s make it a preThanksgiving delight, so hope to
see you there.
Kandy Christian

Photo by Kandy Christian

“If you are grateful for everything,
then whatever you have is enough.”

~ Unknown

Secretary’s report by Judi Blymyer…

No minutes to report since the October meeting was cancelled.

Treasurer’s Report by Linda Putney

Shoshone Back Country Horsemen
Reconciliation Detail
for Period 10/01/2021 – 10/31/2021
--- For November 2021 Meeting --Type

Cleared

#

Name

Memo

Amount

Balance

First Bank of Wyoming accounts
CHECKING ACCOUNT Beginning Reconciled Bank Balance 09/30/2021
Cleared Transactions
Check 10/12/21 685 Jim Ingram MochaHost Website renewal
TOTAL Cleared Checks and Payments
Deposit 10/22/21
2021 USFS Cost Share Payment
TOTAL Cleared Deposits and Credits

-70.20
-70.20
5,000.00
5,000.00

CHECKING ACCOUNT Ending Reconciled Bank Balance 10/31/2021
Uncleared Transactions
None
Net Uncleared Transactions

$ 2,675.37

$ 7,605.17

0.00
0.00

CHECKING ACCOUNT Ending Checkbook Balance 10/31/2021

$7,605.17

*A

* Of this balance, $944.56 is reserved for Youth; A Donations in memory of: Jim Hillberry $1,322; Dale Olson $340

MONEY MARKET (Commissioner’s Tag) Beginning Bank Balance 9/30/2021 $41,010.52
Interest 10/31/21
October interest income
Net Cleared Transactions

1.40
1.40

MONEY MARKET (Commissioner's Tag) Ending Bank Balance 10/31/2021
Uncleared Transactions
None.

$41,011.92

0.00

MONEY MARKET (Commissioner's Tag) Ending Checkbook Balance 10/31/2021

$41,011.52

12-MONTH CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT Beginning Balance 9/30/2021

$10,268.33

Interest

Interest income-October

0.00

12-MONTH CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT Ending Balance 10/31/2021

$10,268.33

“We shouldn’t consider freedom as the right to do as we please,
but an opportunity and obligation to do what is right.”
Anonymous

“Honor to the soldier and sailor
everywhere, who bravely bears
his country’s cause.
Honor, also, to the citizen who
cares for his brother in the field
and serves, as he best can, the
same cause.”
~ Abraham Lincoln

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
VETERANS DAY

HONORING ALL WHO SERVED
THANK YOU!

“To our men and women
in uniform, past, present
and future,
God bless you and
thank you.”
~ Anonymous

Service by Howard Sanders

SBCH SERVICE REPORT
NOVEMBER 2021
I did hear back from Alan Grubb from Big Horn National Forest, letting me know that the corral
pad at Bucking Mule Falls was prepped. I drove up and looked at it and it is the size it needs to
be. So, we will be moving forward on this project, with a completion date in the spring of 2022.
Take advantage of nice days and get your ponies some exercise.
Howard

Starting out the 2021 trail cleaning season with
instruction for saw re-certification.
Putting it into practice on Crow Creek
at right and below.

Activities by Frank Fagan
The Tack Swap Meet will tentatively be scheduled for March
of 2022 at Homesteader Hall at
the Park Co. Fairgrounds.
Frank

Sam Berry Meadow Fun Ride 9/18/21. Photo by Frank Fagan

“Thanksgiving is a day when we pause to give thanks
for the things we have.
Veterans Day is a day when we pause to give thanks
to the people who fought for the things we have.”
– Unknown

“We would worry less if we praised more.
Thanksgiving is the enemy of discontent and dissatisfaction.”
~ Harry Ironside

Happy
Thanksgiving!
Count your many
Blessings, name
them one by one!

Education…

Gib’s Mule – Little Red By Marty Morris
Gib and I probably met at a Boone County Draft Horse and Mule sale, I don’t remember. I used to attend
those sales when they were held at the fairgrounds north of Columbia, Missouri. Gib went to all of them. It
was biggest mule sale in the state at the time. The sale has since moved to the state fairgrounds in Salina and
is held twice a year.
One of Gib’s sons, Kenny, and I have been friends for quite a few years. Kenny used to be a horse puller at contests with draft horse teams and he rides mules. He has ridden with me in our area a couple of times and says
that we have the best and most interesting country to ride that he has ever been in. He has ridden in several
states.
When I first met Gib, he was in his early 70’s. He wasn’t a large man, was soft spoken and tough as a man
comes. He served in the Marine Corps during the Korean War. He was a good hand with both horses and
mules. His family has lived in central Missouri for several generations. He enjoyed riding and rode in all the
well-known trail rides in the area. He was trail boss on some. He rode a horse that was about 15.2 hh.
As the years passed, Gib decided that his horse was too tall for him. It was getting harder for him to get on and
off. He went to a small local sale one Saturday to find something shorter to ride. That afternoon he called Kenny and asked him to bring a horse trailer to the sale barn, telling him that he had bought a saddle mule. Kenny
had his doubts about this but hauled the mule home for his dad. When they unloaded it in the yard, Kenney’s
wife said, “hello Little Red” and the handle stuck.
Gib explained that at the sale they said Little Red was about 6 years old and had been ridden quite a bit. Gib
paid $500 dollars for her. She is sorrel, 14 2 hh and smaller framed. Kenny had his doubts about the whole deal
and wished his dad hadn’t bought the mule. Gib had never been on her, so Kenny asked his brother to help
when Gib rode her for the first time. They trailered out to a place they ride regularly. Both Kenny and his
brother had lead ropes on the mule’s halter before they let Gib get on in case things got western. All went well
for the first little bit, so they took one lead rope off. As they went along everything was still going okay, so they
took the second lead rope off. The mule and Gib got along very well the whole ride to everyone’s relief. She
would follow or lead the others and didn’t shy.
This was in the spring of the year, and it wasn’t long after Gib bought his mule that I got a call from Kenny telling me that he had decided to sell one of his mules that I had been interested in for some time. I told Kenny
that I would come get his mule when the road conditions allowed. I got there on Easter Sunday and Kenny,
and I went for a short ride so I could try his mule. Gib’s horse was there and Gib was going selling him, so I
tried him too. I bought Kenny’s mule but not the horse. I should have bought the horse too. Little Red (Gib’s
mule) was taking everything in and I saw her for the first time over the fence but didn’t pay much attention to
her.
About 6 years later I got word that Gib had passed away. He was watching the western channel one evening
and had a heart attack. He was well into his 80’s. A couple of months later I was in Missouri and stopped at
Kenny’s. Kenny told me that the family had decided to sell Gib’s mule. I casually looked at her and we talked
about her a little. Kenny told me what they wanted for her and that is as far as it got. I was home a month or
so and got a call from Kenney asking me if I was interested in buying Little Red. He said the family thought Wyoming would be a good home for her and that Gib would have liked for me to have her. I said that I would
think about it and after a few days I decided to buy her. Kenny would meet me in Nebraska with the mule.
When I got Red home, I dewormed, vaccinated and had her teeth floated. She had 2 small wolf teeth that
were removed. During the first few rides she didn’t seem real confident about me. She was slow responding to
what I was asking. I guessed that she hadn’t been taught some of the things I was asking her to do, but she was
gentle and caught on quickly. She has a shallow jaw, so I put her in a bit with plenty of tongue relief. It also has
a cricket and copper in the mouthpiece. Gib had been using a chain curb strap and I changed to a leather strap
instead, trying to make her comfortable and still have control if needed. The main thing that I hadn’t anticipated was that she had never been ridden alone. Someone always rode with Gib. I ride alone most of the time.
She gained confidence quickly and we were getting along fine around my place.
It was time to get Red out away from home and into the mountains for a good test. There wasn’t anyone nearby to go with me. I would have liked to have someone along in case something went wrong the first time she
went into the mountains. After a week or so of thinking about it I decided that she was ready to get out, so we
went alone. Red, the dogs and I trailered up Carter Mountain.
The ride started pretty well considering everything, but soon the dogs got after something in a small patch of
pines. They were barking excitedly, and I occasionally saw a flash of brown fur between the trees. I had no idea
what was in there and have seen moose, elk, bear, deer and coyotes near where I was. I called the dogs, but
they didn’t pay any attention to me. In a few seconds the dogs came at a full run with a mule deer doe chasing
them straight for Red and me. I noticed a spotted fawn near the trees. I thought to myself, this will be the real
test. The dogs got to me, and the doe was still coming at us full speed. Red was standing her ground watching
intensely and I am forcing myself to sit calm, so I didn’t make the situation worse and was mentally preparing
for a runaway. The charging doe stopped just short of us and turned back to her fawn. Red had stood her
ground and passed the test.
I finished the ride without any more excitement. Red had done better than I could have hoped. She wasn’t reactive at all when ridden out by herself. After I got home, I told my wife, Suzy, that if anything happens to me
not to sell Red for less than $10,000. She is safe for anyone even an old guy like me.

Marty and his mule.
Photo by Rick Adair

Bundle up and go for a ride,
Then go get a Christmas tree!

A thousand times in history
a baby has become a king,
but only once in history
did a King become a baby.

Merry
Christmas!
May you have
the comfort of faith,
the inspiration of hope,
the fullness of joy,
the blessings of peace,
the love of God in your heart.

Christmas is Love,
His name is JESUS.

Shoshone Back Country Horsemen Membership
Membership is $40 per year
Name (print) _______________________________________________________________
Mailing address ____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
e-mail address _____________________________________________________________
Phone number(s) ___________________________________________________________
How would you like to receive the newsletter? by mail ________ -or- by e-mail ________
Mail completed form with your check to: SBCH, P.O. Box 465, Powell WY 82435
When your dues are paid, it is noted on your newsletter mailing label after your name
(PD 2021). If you receive the newsletter via email, you can write to:
shoshonebch@gmail.com to check if your membership is current.

PO Box 465
Powell, WY 82435
shoshonebch@gmail.com

MERRY CHRISTMAS and HAPPY NEW YEAR!

NEXT MEETING:

November 18, 2021 at 6:00 PM
Homesteader Hall at the
Park Co. Fairgrounds in Powell

Potluck Dinner at 6:00 with the Meeting
to follow at 7:00.
We will not have access to the kitchen,
but wall plugs are available.

