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Vice President’s report by Kandy Christian…

As many of you know, I went down to Arizona to visit for a few weeks, and to
enjoy time with a few friends that I made through the years. I ran across a four
legged animal that I absolutely fell for. He was giving me those big eyes and
yes, those big ears that I could not resist, so I put him in my trailer and added
him to my furry family. He is an 11 year old John Mule named Isaiah with a
beautiful mane. No, I don’t think I will cut it! I can’t wait to get back and try him
out in our part of the country.
We have two new members this year that joined Shoshone Back County
Horsemen. I would like to welcome: Ada Duffey, from Wisconsin and excited to
ride and help out in our neck of the woods; and Kristopher Scott, a full time
college student that will be graduating this year and hopefully, he says, he can
help us on a few trails this summer. Looking forward to riding with the both of
them. Welcome to SBCH!!
Next month during our February 2022 meeting,
we will be electing our officers for the up-coming
fiscal year. Carol Olson volunteered to be a
part of the nomination committee back in
December. During our last meeting in January,
Bre Fagan and Judi Blymyer were chosen to be
on the nomination committee with Carol.
Please come to our February 2022 meeting and
help vote for our next year’s officers.
Best of Trails,
Vice President,
Kandy

Way to go, Kandy! I think we’re all a bit
jealous of your beautiful riding opportunity
and for finding a great new mount!

Secretary’s report by Judi Blymyer…

The January 20, 2022 meeting of the SBCH was called to order by Vice President Kandy Christian at 6:35 after socializing and enjoying a great potluck dinner.
PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:
Deb Black made a motion to accept the minutes as written. MSP
TREASURER'S REPORT:
Tom Faulkner made a motion to accept the Treasure's report as written. MSP
Linda requested the following bills be approved for reimbursement: Kathi G., $8.58 for Newsletter printing & postage; Howard S., $25.48 for shipping saws to Fred Flint for sharpening; Fred Flint, $132.50 for sharpening SBCH Saws;
Powell Tribune, $168 for Tack Sale advertisement. Also, from CT #2 monies: Bloedorn Lumber, $1,233.09 for feed
bunks to install at Bucking Mule Falls; Miller’s Fab, $1,213.98 feed bunks, super slide, and steel for the Bucking Mule
Falls project. Deb B. made a motion to pay these bills. MSP
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Watch Dog: Mike tried to make sense of the FY2022 Appropriations for the Forest Service as we are hoping ‘our’
Forest gets a boost in funding for Trail maintenance.
Both the Great American Outdoors Act and the Bipartisan Infrastructure Bill should be putting more money into trail
maintenance, but he couldn’t tell if that has happened yet. The FS Regional office distributes funds to the SNF District, which uses a formula to decide how much money goes into trail maintenance. More as this develops.
Activities: Bre Fagan went over the details for the upcoming Tack Sale on March 4 and 5th to be held at the Park
County Fairgrounds. Club members are asked to help out by signing up for a two hour shift at the registration table.
Service: Bob Bessler has made 3 new saw handles for ones lost during the 2021 trail cleaning season. Howard reminded us to make sure those handles were tight when using them. Bob also donated a 6 foot two man saw that
we will take on some of our tougher trails this year.
The club’s saws have all been sharpened.
A group will be meeting with the FS on February 9 to discuss trails to be cleaned this year. Howard will keep us
informed.
Education: Kandy had a phone discussion with Marty Morris about the Youth and Packing Clinic. Marty is still willing
to head this up and Kandy has reserved the ‘old’ Double Doc arena for the March 26 event.
Also, the new owners, said they are willing to let us use the facilities for free if we will provide the insurance.
Publicity/Newsletter: N/A
Social Media/Photo Gallery: Randi said we can now enter a Post on Facebook and have it also appear on Instagram.
For permission and more information on how to do this, contact Randi.
Recruitment & Retention: Carol commented on how hard it was to get the ‘new’ stickers off our ‘old’ brochures
which are now correct because they say we meet at the Weed and Pest.
OLD BUSINESS:
The hand painted Saw will be completed in about two weeks. Bre has made up the 200 Raffle Tickets to be sold at
$5 each. The Saw will be displayed at the Tack Sale’s registration table and then members can take any leftover
tickets to sell, if they want. There was discussion as to whether the drawing should take place at the annual
Dano’lope’ Run in June or sooner after all the raffle tickets have been sold. Tom Faulkner made a motion to give the
proceeds from the Raffle tickets to Dano Camp. MSP
The advertising for the Tack Sale was brought up to include an ad in the weekly Buyer’s Guide. Randi had figures to
share with us from researching it. Deb made a motion to run an ad in the Buyers Guide the 3 weeks
prior to March 4/5, which would be February 11, 18, and 26 with the maximum cost being $50. MSP
Linda said the Club’s Inventory List will be updated and available by the next meeting.
NEW BUSINESS:
Kandy said she received a letter from Wes Allen of Sunlight Sports in Cody to inform us that they are donating
$1,000 to SBCH. It is for the hard work we do to keep FS trails open for recreating. Kandy has written them a thank
you letter.
The idea of having our annual Christmas party over the 4th of July at the Sunlight Ranger station was brought up.
After a short discussion, it was determined to keep it more local and wait till October or November to have it.
Linda had numerous copies of our Proposed 2022 Operating Budget out on the tables for people to look at before
she took us through it. She explained how the money was broken down in our various Income and Expenses
categories. The operating budget was revised to include $50 for additional tack sale advertising. Revenues were
$6,680, expenses as revised, $7,123. Howard made a motion to approve the operating budget as revised. MSP
The money from our second Commissioner’s Tag was discussed to be used for Bucking Mule Falls, Bald Mountain
Corrals and $400 to cover the overage for trail signs from the first Commissioner’s Tag. The funds would cover
materials and expenses for both projects plus trail signs. Carol Olson made a motion to approve the designation of
CT#2 funds and to use the left over monies that were unused in CT 2020 for this year’s proposed Trailhead projects.
MSP The money from CT#3 has not yet been designated.

Secretary’s report by Judi Blymyer cont…

Next, Youth and Memorial funds were discussed. It was decided to leave Charles Sheet’s Memorial Fund in Trail
cleaning as that was his favorite mission of the club. Mac Black made a motion to put the Sunlight Sports donation
of $1,000 into Youth Activities, and to use the Jim Hillberry and Dale Olson memorial funds for Youth Activities.
MSP
Finally, it was brought up that we needed 2 more people for the nominating committee. The committee now has 3
members on it.
Mike made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:50.

MSP =Motion Seconded & Passed

Treasurer’s Report by Linda Putney

Shoshone Back Country Horsemen
Reconciliation Detail
for Period 01/01/2022 – 01/31/2022
--- For February 2022 Meeting --Type

Cleared

#

Name

Memo

Amount

First Bank of Wyoming accounts
CHECKING ACCOUNT Beginning Reconciled Bank Balance 12/31/2021
Cleared Transactions
Check 01/26/22 693 K. Gimmeson
Check 01/21/22 694 H. Sanders
Check 01/24/22 695 Powell Tribune
Check 01/28/22 695 Fred Flint
TOTAL Cleared Checks and Payments
Deposit 01/28/22
TOTAL Cleared Deposits and Credits

Newsletter printing
Shipping of saws for sharpening
Advertising for Tack Sale
Saw Sharpening and shipping
Dues: 19 – 2022 Dues

CHECKING ACCOUNT Ending Checkbook Balance 01/31/2022

$ 6,248.63

-8.58
-25.48
-168.00
-132.50
-334.56
760.00
760.00

CHECKING ACCOUNT Ending Reconciled Bank Balance 01/31/2022
Uncleared Transactions
None
Net Uncleared Transactions

Balance

0.00
0.00

$6,674.07
$6,674.07 *

* Of this balance, $944.56 reserved for Youth: Donations in memory of: Jim Hillberry $1,322; Dale Olson $340; Charles Sheets $380

MONEY MARKET (Commissioner ’s Tag) Beginning Bank Balance 12/31/2021
Cleared Transactions
Check 01/24/22 1522 Bloedorn Lumber Bucking Mule Falls Project
Check 01/25/22 1523 Miller’s Fabrication Bucking Mule Falls Project
TOTAL Cleared Checks and Payments
Interest 01/31/22
January interest income
TOTAL Cleared Deposits and Credits

-1,233.09
-1,213.98
-2,447.07
1.37
1.37

MONEY MARKET (Commissioner's Tag) Ending Bank Balance 01/31/2022
Uncleared Transactions
None.

$41,014.66

$38,568.96

0.00

MONEY MARKET (Commissioner's Tag) Ending Checkbook Balance 01/31/22

$38,568.96

12-MONTH CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT Beginning Balance 12/31/2021

$10,281.42

Interest

Interest income-January CD #2

12-MONTH CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT Ending Balance 01/31/2022

12.58

$10,294.00

Thank you to our members that have renewed for another year.
We appreciate your continued support.
And, thank you to the new members that have joined. Let our journeys continue.

Service by Howard Sanders
SBCH FEBRUARY 2022 SERVICE REPORT
The NWC Rod Burners are continuing to work on the corral panels for Bucking Mule Falls. After talking to
Alan Grubb with Bighorn Forest about springtime accessibility to the site, not wanting to push the project
date due to snow, and other projects we have, we decided that July 14-17 would be a good time to schedule
the corral construction. There are a couple of hitch rails and a water trough to be replaced as well as some
updating to be done on other hitch rails.
Early this spring we will be adding the other corral section at the Dead Indian Trail Head. The feed bunk is
being built for that now.
February 9th is the date for our 2022 Cost Share Trails discussion with the USFS. There will be an update
about that and other items of interest next month.
Howard Sanders
Service

Upper left: Dead Indian TH
Lower left: Clark’s Fork TH

Fire Rings installed at Trailheads in 2021

Upper right: North Crandall TH
Lower right: South Fork of the Wood River TH

Photos by
Howard
Sanders

March 4 & 5 SBCH Tack Sale/Swap at Homesteader Hall at the Park Co. Fairgrounds. March 4 will be from
12-6 pm; March 5 will be from 8 am-6 pm. Refreshments available Saturday, 3/4. Tables are free for paid SBCH
members wishing to sell. For more details and to reserve a table, contact Frank Fagan (307-254-0012) or Linda
Putney (307-250-1696) or shoshonebch@gmail.com. Come shop, swap, sell, eat & visit!
Raffle Tickets will be also be on sale to benefit the Dano Youth Camps.
A SBCH crosscut saw was retired from service and beautifully painted with a familiar area mountain scene.
200 Raffle tickets will be on sale for $5 each to win this saw. If you are unable to attend the Tack Sale or
would like to purchase tickets before the Sale, contact Frank Fagan!

Thank You, Bob Bessler!

Bob has graciously donated a 6’ two-man crosscut saw and 3 new handmade saw handles
to SBCH! Our tough summer hand work just got a little easier!

Education…

Mules are Great Teachers By Marty Morris

During a few summers about 60 years ago, when I knew more about mules than I do now, some of the mules that I
worked with taught me some basic lessons which I have never forgotten. Unlike much of the formal classroom schooling
I had to endure; the lessons from mules never took very long for me to completely understand. I had been packing
mules a few years by this time. However, I was open minded enough to pay close attention to any mule that tried to
teach me something.
I packed and ran a pack station in the mountains in the Central Sierra Nevada Range for a couple of summers. There
was usually something happening which kept the job interesting. It was a 7 day a week job that began before sunup and
ended whenever. The pay was good. $300 a month and board. There were times when there was no room. My bed was
then rolled out wherever I happened to be and there was water and some grazing.
One day a man came by and asked if he could board a mule with us for a few weeks. He had a Forest Service contract to
take down and drag out several miles of old smooth telephone wire that was once strung through the timber. He was
going to pull it out of the trees with his mule. At the time, about half of that wire was down on the forest floor and a
hazard, especially to horses. Telephone wires that were being used were strung on poles along the roads by this time. I
told him that he could keep his mule with us and showed him which pen to use.
A few days later, he came back with his mule. It was a big dark mule with no white markings. My guess is that it was out
of a Percheron mare. It was the biggest mule I had seen. It stood close to 17 hands tall. Every morning the man caught
and harnessed the mule, then the pair would disappear into the forest. They would show up again late in the afternoon.
The man and I usually didn’t make much conversation as we were both busy early and late in the day. One evening he
stopped long enough to tell me that he needed to go somewhere for a few days. He said the there was a scratch on the
left front leg of his mule and asked if I would doctor it while he was gone. I said that I would take care of it and not to
worry about anything. He handed me a bottle of the medication to use. As he was leaving, he mentioned, oh, by the way,
be careful when you doctor my mule. It may be touchy about the scratch.
The next day I caught the mule just like we were old friends. I led it over to the tack room where the medicine was kept
and thought about how I was going to get the scratch doctored. Remembering what I had been told, I stood well ahead
and to the outside of the left front shoulder. Medicine in hand, I started bending down to apply the medication when the
mule reached up with its left hind leg and tapped the front brim of my cowboy hat with its hoof. It happened so fast I
didn’t have time to react.
I stood a full 6 feet 4 in those days and wore custom Paul Bond boots with a 2 inch under slung riding heel. The mule
had to reach a long way to catch my hat brim. It was like a cat or dog scratching its ear with a hind foot only this mule
did it flat footed. I got the leg doctored okay and never had any trouble after that first time. The mule just wanted to
make sure that I understood what it could do if it was needed, and I got the message.
There was a little mule that we called 3C. It had 3C’s branded on its left hip. I don’t think the brand was vented but was
an ownership brand. It had other brands as well which told part of his story. 3C had been a problem for its owner, and
the owner had convinced my boss to let us use the mule through the packing season. He was about 13 3 hands tall. We
packed him only when we needed too. He would let you pack him and then he could become a problem after that. We
usually tied him on the end of the pack string so he would get whipped around enough following his lead rope to keep
his mind thinking about where his feet needed to be instead of causing trouble for us.
One evening things were a little too quiet and we didn’t like to waste any day light, so for entertainment we decided that
we would buck out 3C. He could put on a good show with a pack saddle. We caught him up and got a riding saddle on
him. He stood for that okay. I didn’t draw first ride, so I was supposed to flank him. I was standing well ahead of his hind
feet and got the flank strap on. As I started pulling it tight, the mule swapped ends and caught me just under the rib
cage with both of his hind feet. That sent me flying backwards airborne. I landed on my back and slid several feet in

the dirt and manure. I lay there for quite a while gasping for some clean mountain air before I was able to get
on my wobbly feet again. Of course, I was thinking the whole time I was on the ground. I could have been
hurt. The lesson was soaking in. I was sore and bruised for the next several days.
I was learning quickly and beginning to see things from the mule’s perspective. It seemed like it was easier on
me to do that. If I did the wrong thing a mule could make it difficult and painful for me, so I was choosing to
do things an easier way. Also, I realized how important it was to know where your horses or mules’ feet were.
Those are basics for what is now called Natural Horsemanship.
We never tried to buck 3C out after that evening. The summers in those days were interesting and educational. None of us got seriously hurt. One guy broke a leg when he was kicked by a horse. It wasn’t the horse’s
fault. The mules just did their jobs when we let them and educated us if we got out of line.

“Listen to what your horse is trying to say and work with him, not against him. He may not be doing what
you think you’re asking him to do, but he may be doing what he thinks is right for him.” ~ Unknown

Aren’t you glad we don’t have
to use bridges like this in the
Shoshone Forest?!
Marty Morris found this photo
of pack animals crossing a
suspension bridge in Nepal.

It’s pretty scary!
To get the full effect, go to Bridge near
Tatopani, Nepal on Wikimedia
Commons, which is licensed under
Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 4.0
International.

Thank You, Sunlight Sports!
Your gift better enables us to encourage youth to enjoy our backcountry and equine use!
Sunlight Sports selected SBCH as one of three area recipients to receive $1,000!
Below is a condensed version of an email sent by Sunlight Sports, of Cody, WY to their customers announcing their
donations to area non-profits. Other recipients were Dano Youth Camps and Park County Youth Cycling.

We’re proud to support local non-profits.
Sunlight Sports is giving $1,000 each to three groups that help get
young people from Park County outside.
Because you support us, we are able to give to local groups that do something that directly helps kids get outside. Sunlight Sports
is committed to donating 2% of our sales each year to nonprofits in that serve Park County residents, with a focus on groups that
help kids get outside. By the end of 2022, we will have donated more than $540,000 locally since 2010.

Meet our grant recipients for January.
Shoshone Back Country Horsemen

Shoshone Back Country Horsemen was organized in 1993 by Bill Brazelton and Bob Bessler with other individuals interested in
improving and developing the trails and trailheads in the Shoshone National Forest in northwest Wyoming. Shoshone Back
Country Horsemen works closely with the Shoshone National Forest Service (USDA/NFS) and Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
on many trails, trailhead developments, and improvement projects, as well as providing educational workshops for members and
area youth and adults. Members promote wise equine use to reduce environmental impact on the back country, and advocate
“Leave No Trace” principles.
Visit SBCH’s website

COMING EVENTS!
February 17

SBCH Monthly meeting @ 6:00, Park County Weed and Pest Building in Powell, Pot Luck
Dinner.
March 4 & 5 SBCH Tack Sale/Swap @ Homesteader Hall at the Park Co. Fairgrounds. March 4 will be
from 12-6 pm; March 5 will be from 8 am-6 pm. Free tables to SBCH members wishing to sell.
Contact Frank Fagan (307-254-0012) or Linda Putney (shoshonebch@gmail.com) to reserve a
table. Raffle Tickets for a beautifully painted saw will be on sale to benefit the Dano
Youth Camps. (Contact Frank if you’d like to purchase or sell tickets before the Sale)
March 17
SBCH Monthly meeting @ 6:00, Park County Weed and Pest Building in Powell, Pot Luck
Dinner.
March 26
Youth Horsemanship Clinic & Adult Packing Refresher Clinic, former Double Doc Arena.
More details to come!

Don’t miss out on news, activities, events,
great camaraderie and opportunities for
community service. Ride new trails or old
favorites in great company. Enjoy all that and
a great Christmas party for only $40 a year!

2022 SBCH Dues are Due in February!

If you would like to renew or join, membership forms are below, or check out the website
(shoshonebch.org) and pull down Contact Us on the Info button. Please mail the completed
form with your check to: SBCH, P.O. Box 465, Powell WY 82435. Or, simply come to the next
meeting to renew in person! To ensure continuous coverage of the newsletter and important
SBCH announcements, be sure to update your address or email address!

Shoshone Back Country Horsemen Membership
Membership is $40 per year
Name (print) _______________________________________________________________
Mailing address ____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
e-mail address _____________________________________________________________
Phone number(s) ___________________________________________________________
How would you like to receive the newsletter? by mail ________ -or- by e-mail ________
Mail completed form with your check to: SBCH, P.O. Box 465, Powell WY 82435
When your dues are paid, it is noted on your newsletter mailing label after your name
(PD 2022). If you receive the newsletter via email, you can write to:
shoshonebch@gmail.com to check if your membership is current.

PO Box 465
Powell, WY 82435
shoshonebch@gmail.com

“It is ever true that he who does nothing for others does nothing for himself.”
~ Goethe

NEXT MEETING:

February 17, 2022
at the Park County Weed & Pest Bldg.
off Hwy 14A at 1067 Road 13, Powell, WY
Potluck Dinner at 6:00 with the
Meeting to follow at 7:00.

